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"There is no need for that/' Golden Lotus said. "Your
master has taken a fancy to you. Well, there is an old saying
that, though there are many boats on the river, they do not
block it; and though there are many carriages upon a road,
there is still room for traffic. If it amuses you to go in for this
kind of thing, do so, but you must do nothing that will injure
me. I shall not bother about you any more, and I shall do
nothing to interfere with you/'
"My mistress is dead," Heart's Delight said, "and though
the Great Lady still keeps me here, you are the one on whom
I really depend. If you help me, I shall never dare to be
ungracious in return. Falling leaves always come back to the
root again."
"Perhaps you had better tell the Great Lady about the*
clothes he gave you," Golden Lotus said.
"I asked her to give me some clothes, and she said Father
would give me some when he was free."
"That is all right, then," Golden Lotus said. Heart's Delight
went back to her room, Hsi-mSn Ch'ing had gone to the
great hall.
* "When you went for the key," Heart's Delight said to
Welcome Spring, "did the Great Lady say anything?"
"She asked what he wanted it for. I didn't tell her about
the coat. I said I didn't know. She said no more."
Hsi-m8n Ch'ing, in the great hall, watched the prepara-
tions for the banquet. The actors of the Hai Yen company,
Chang Mei, Chou Shun, Kou Tzft-hsiao, came with their
properties, and Li Ming and the other boys also came and ko-
towed to Hsi-m£n Ch'ing. He ordered food to be given to all of
them, then told Li Ming and three others to perform in the
outer hall, and Tso Shun to entertain the ladies at the back."
Han-Tao-kuo's wife, Porphyry, could not come that day.
She bought two boxes of presents and sent Miss Shen> in a
sedan-chair, with her boy Chin Ts'ai, to congratulate Tower
of Jade on her birthday. Wang Ching took them in and
dismissed the chair-men. Aunt Han and Aunt MSng came,
then Mistress Fu, Mistress Kan, Ts'ui PSn's wife, Miss
Tuan, and Mistress PSn IV.
Hsi-mSn Ch'ing, who was in the great hall, saw TSai An
taking in a short lady who wore a silver-grey coat and a red
vol. m.	z

